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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR ASEAN RP 

SUB J : WASHINGTON POST QUERY ON PHILIPPINE BASE TELEGRAM 

1 . IAY MATHEWS, HONG KONG BUREAU OF THE WASHINGTON POST, PHONED 
TO ASK ME ON INSTRUCTION OF HIS HOME OFFICE, IF I HAD SENT A 
TELEGRAM TO THE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDING THAT WE BREAK OFF 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PHILIPPINES ON THE BASES, AND RECONSIDER 
THE "APPARENTLY UNQUESTIONED ASSUMPTION" THAT WE NEEDED TO 
MAINTAIN THIS MILITARY PRESENCE. 

2. 1 REPLIED THAT I COULD NOT COMMENT ON ANY COMMUNICATION I 
MAY HAVE HAD WITH THE DEPARTMENT. HE ASKED IF I WOULD 
CONFIRM OR DENY THAT I HAD SENT SUCH A MESSAGE. I SAID 
I WOULD NOT. 
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